Management of pericatheter cerebrospinal fluid leak after intrathecal implantation of a drug delivery system.
Persistent cerebrospinal fluid leak is a known complication of intrathecal pump system insertion for drug delivery. Various treatment modalities, such as an epidural blood patch, use of glue, removal of catheter, and surgical closure of dura and subdural blood patch, have been reported previously. This report presents a 35-year-old woman in whom an intrathecal pump system was inserted for cancer pain management with intrathecal morphine. This was complicated by a persistent cerebrospinal fluid leak that was successfully managed by purse-string sutures over the dura around the catheter, without removing the intrathecal implant. The cause of the cerebrospinal fluid leak and different treatment approaches are discussed.